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Editor's Note
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Editor's Note pg 2

Featured on the cover of this months issue of Que
Ondee Sola is the Vejigante, a Puerto Rican cultural
symbol of resistance. Looming in the background of
the Vejigante is the Capitol Building in Washington
D.C., Our vejigante traveled to D.C. to join thousands
of flag waving Puerto Ricans in the Boricua 1st!
March of affirmation. This May issue reflects a semester of intensive work at the university and within the
community.
In this issue we include a poem by Puerto Rican
national hero Rafael Cancel Miranda. Rafael was one
of the four Nationalists led by Lolita Lebron, who
attacked the Congress in 1954 and spent 25 years in
some of the worst prisons in the United States. Rafael
was in town on a midwestem tour of his new book of
poetry, Polvora y Palomas. (Doves and Gunpowder).
He participated in a student conference sponsored by
the Flames of Resistance at Illinois State University,
and lectured at the University of Minnesota, University
of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana and Oberlin, Ohio.
Thank you for reading Que Ondee Sola and as
always, we are open to your comments or opinions.
We wish you a great summer.

Fe de Errata
We would like to take this opportunity to apologize to Jaime
Mendoza from Chimexla, for an editing mistake on his article
titled "Royko Insults a Community." It should have read "We
Didn't Cross The Border, The Border Crossed Us." This article
appeared in the February issue of Q.O.S.
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Minor pg 3
Letter to the Editor pg 4
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for Chicana and Chicano Studies
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pg 5
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Que Ondee Sola is published
at Northeastern Illinois
University. The opinions
expressed in Que Ondee
Sola do not necessarily
reflect those of the administration . Responsibility for its
contents lie solely within the
staff. We appreciate and
encourage all suggestions .
Editor:
Eduardo Arocho
Co-Editor:
Leo Negron
Contributors:
Jaime Mendoza
Jeanette Hernandez-Kalin
5500 N. St. Louis, E-041
Chicago, IL 60625
312.583.4050x3805
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Meeting Proinises Future For
Mexican Caribbean Studies Minor
by Eduardo Arocho
On April 23, 1996, the
Union for Puerto Rican Students
and Chimexla hosted a roundtable discussion on the future of
the Mexican Caribbean Studies
Minor. Over 85 students, faculty
and representatives of the
administration were present for
this meeting. Among the many
diverse representatives of the
University community was
Acting Provost Therese
Shuepfer.
The history and present
status of the Minor were discussed during the meeting. The
UPRS and Chimexla reiterated
the following student demands:
an office, an updated curriculum
and the appointment of an
advisor. Both Chimexla and
UPRS also insisted that a
Mexican Professor be hired to
teach Mexican and Chicano
history, courses which are no
longer being taught at Northeastern but appear in the university
catalogue.
Other students also spoke in
favor of the Minor. Andres
Santiago mentioned the employment opportunities he obtained
because of his Minor in Mexican
Caribbean Studies. Erica
Gonzalez from Proyecto Palante,
spoke of how she has helped to

advise students who where
interested in the Minor. Both Dr.
Maximina Torres and Daniel
Stem spoke on the history of the
movement and how it was
originally intended to be Puerto
Rican studies, but after a long
battle with the administration
and faculty the Mexican Caribbean studies Minor was born.

Both Chimexla
and UPRS also
insisted that a
Mexican Professor be hired to
teach Mexican
and Chicano
history ...
This meeting provoked a
renewed interest among the
University community for the
Mexican Caribbean studies
Minor. Acting Provost Therese
Shuepfer stated her interest and
commitment to assist the students and faculty in implementing a new curriculum for the
Minor. The Union for Puerto
Rican Students and Chimexla is

currently organizing a student
"steering committee" to meet
with both the faculty and administration in order to implement
the various requirements for the
Mexican Caribbean Studies to be
a viable Minor.
After over a decade of
struggle and relentless confrontation it seems that the Latino
students at Northeastern will
finally get a program that
will represent our diverse
cultures and long history.
But the battle is not over
yet, for there still remains
a lot of work to do. The
Union For Puerto Rican
Students remains firm in
its commitment to see that
this program is implemented and that it reflect
the true history, culture
and concerns of the Latino
Students. We will keep our
readers informed.

If you are interested in more information on the Mexican
Caribbean Studies
Minor Student Steering Committee, please
contact the U.P.R.S. at
583-4050 ext. 3805.
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Letter To The Editor
NORTHEASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
APRIL 23, 1996
To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express my
appreciation of the Union for
Puerto Rican Students for their
cooperation and assistance in
researching Alejandrina Torres,
an incarcerated woman in the
United States.

institutions and individuals, dig
up old publications, informed me
of events that would prove
informational, and lastly, when
he recommended a book written
by Ms. Torres' attorney, he
personally brought it up to my
office and sold it to me.

This spring, I enrolled in
With all the information I
Woman as Political Prisoners, a
gathered on Alejandrina Torres, I
Criminal Justice/Women's
was able to write an eight-page
Studies course taught by Prof.
paper. Given all the above, it
Shelley Bannister. Because I
was an avid reader of Que Ondee would be difficult to imagine
Sola, the only quality and
having completed this without
the help of Eduardo Arocho and
politically awake publication. on
· the U.P.R.S.
Northeastern's campus, I directed my research toward
I got much more than simply
Alejandrina Torres, a Puerto
Rican Prisoner of War currently
information on Alejandrina
Torres. I learned more about the
detained in Danbury Federal
Correctional Institution in
Puerto Rican P.O.W. situation in
Connecticut. Since very little is
the United States than I'd ever
written on any of the Puerto
known before. I learned about
Rican P.O.W.s, I approached the
the insidious nature of the
colonial status that Puerto Rico
office of the Union for Puerto
Rican Students. On each and
still suffers to this day. I learned
every occasion, Eduardo Arocho, about the ecological devastation
president of the U.P.R.S. and the
of the island nation and the plans
editor of Q.O.S., did everything
for it to continue far into the
humanly possible to aid my
future. I listened to the incredresearch. As a student, a volunible story of William Guillermo
teer, an acclaimed poet, a
Morales and Dylcia Pagan,
humanist and an activist,
whose son was raised to be
Eduardo has little time on his
unaware of his parentage in
hands. However, Eduardo made
Mexico, while they were incartime to refer me to appropriate
cerated in the U.S. Morales later

escaped using the bandages from
his tortured hands and is exiled
in Cuba today. I was astounded
by the tenacity of Alejadrina
Torres, a 56-year old grandmother married to a reverend and
her unfaltering will to survive
her sexualized torture in a
control unit built for female
political prisoners. Although I
had always questioned U.S.
involvement in Puerto Rico, I
know now why we must all
actively oppose it. In short,
although I was simply seeking
information, I received an
education.
I commend Eduardo Arocho
and the U.P.R.S. for all they are
doing for the patriotic movement
and the University. It should be
known that they are more than a
student organization, but an
invaluable educational resource
as well. They deserve appropriate recognition and respect as
such.
Sincerely,
Jeanette Hernandez-Kalin,
Student and Civil Service
Employee
Northeastern Illinois University
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National Association for Chicano and
Chicana Studies (NACCS) in Chicago
By Jaime Mendoza
On March 20-23, at the
Ramada Congress Hotel, the
National Association for Chicano
and Chicana Studies (NACCS)
conference was held here in
Chicago for the first time in its
twenty-three year history. This
national conference was a host to
almost 1500 educators, scholars,
students, and community people.
These annual conferences are an
opportunity for NACCS members and colleagues to present
research and participate in panels
and round tables, to challenge
and to engage in dialogue, to
give support, and mentor
younger scholars and students.
NACCS is one of the few
academic associations that
attracts a large number of
graduate and undergraduate
students to its conferences.
The National Association for
Chicano And Chicano Studies
(NACCS) emerged in 1972 to
encourage research that could
play a significant part in the
political actualization of the
Chicano community. The
Association called for Chicano
research that was committed,
critical, and rigorous; research
rooted in the political life of the
community and oriented toward
the solution of social problems.

NACCShas
allowed me to
open many new
doors toward my
educational
goals, as well as
understanding
who I am ...
NACCS now in its twentythird year of existence, has a
nation-wide membership of
2,000 faculty, administrators,
students, and community. These
members are committed to
advancing the educational level
of Chicanas and Chicanos,
developing and promoting
academic information about
them, and joining in multifaceted efforts to improve their
social status. NACCS continues
to establish communication
among Chicano and Chicana
scholars across geographical and
disciplinary lines, and to facilitate their recruitment to all levels
of institutions of higher education.

As a student attending this
conference for the first time, I
was overwhelmed by all the
positive energy that was given
off during those few days at the
conference. NACCS gave me
the opportunity to network with
other undergraduate students,
faculty, and scholars. There
were panels offered every hour
during the whole conference.
The panel topics ranged from ,
what it is to be Chicano and
Chicana to topics on racist
policies that continue to target
the Chicano community.
NACCS has allowed me to open
many new doors toward my
education goals as well as
understanding who I am . I have
only traveled a short distance on
this road but I owe everything to
all the members of NACCS and
other Chicano Scholars for
paving the way toward my
success.
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The Union
For Puerto
Rican
Students
(UPRS)
Goes To
Washington
By Leo Negron
On Thursday, March 29th
the Union For Puerto Rican
Students (UPRS) joined residents of the Humboldt Park
community on a road trip to
Washington, DC. This historical
event was organized by Boricua
First! The National Puerto Rican
Affirmation Day, was held to
bring attention to Puerto Rican
public policy issues, the
ensurance of our visibility, the
empowerment our communities
throughout the US, and the issue
of the Puerto Rican Political
Prisoners and Prisoners of War.
Our trip started Thursday
evening where we met at the
Puerto Rican Cultural Center in
Humboldt Park. We were among
the 250 residents and leaders of
the Puerto Rican community that
traveled in a convoy which
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consisted of buses, cars and vans
to Washington, DC. Strangers
immediately became friends as
we began our lengthy fourteen
hour voyage.
Once we reached our destination, we met at the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Wall to
commemorate the 2,000 Puerto
Rican veterans who gave their
lives - to a country that for 100
years has kept Puerto Rico under
colonial rule. Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico, Carlos
Romero Barcelo - who received
a not so warm welcome - was
booed as he spoke. Congressman Luis V. Gutierrez also spoke
after which an enormous march
began that headed for the
Capital.
As many as 10,000 Puerto
Ricans from 80 cities were in
attendance, displaying their
pride. Among the sea of Puerto
Rican flags one stood out, a
collage of Puerto Rican flags
with the bandera de Lares -a
town in Puerto Rico and the
original flag of Puerto Rico - in
the center. The pride was
evident as we marched with selfconfidence and self-assurance.
At the Capital Puerto Rican
members of congress spoke,
inspiring chants so loud that if
you listened hard enough, you
could hear them all the way in
Puerto Rico. Along with Congressman Luis V. Gutierrez from
Chicago, were Congresswoman
Nydia M. Velaquez - New York,
Piri Thomas - speaker, poet and
writer, Roy Brown - poet, singer
and musician, and from

Clemente High School Son Del
Barrio, the first high school
salsa band to ever perform on the
footsteps of congress. A delegation of Puerto Rican leaders met
with the lawyer to President

Although Puerto Ricans
have many different views, this
event demonstrated that we can
all come together for one common purpose. The most dominant message at this hi storical

Above: Line of Boricua I st marchers en route to Capitol.
Below: A young Puerto Rican holds a banner of 8 Puerto
Rican flags with the Lares flag in the center.

Clinton to request that he grant
amnesty to the 15 Puerto Rican
Political Prisoners and Prisoners
of War.

event was "Que Salgan Ya!
Freedom Now!" for the 15
Puerto Rican Political Prisoners
and Prisoners of War.
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25 Years Of The Union For
Puerto Rican Students
RS):
An Interview with
Jaime Delgado
by Eduardo Arocho
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This is the second interview
with a U.P.R.S. alumni for our
year long series on the 25 years
of The Union For Puerto Rican
Students, in which we focus on a
quarter century of history by the
oldest Puerto Rican Student
organization outside of Puerto
Rico.
In this issue, we feature
Jaime Delgado, former U.P.R.S.
president who is still active in
the Puerto Rican community and
is currently the Executive
Director of H.l.M.R.I. (Humboldt
Park Infant Mortality Reduction
Initiative), a community agency
that has served the needs of
women and children in the
Puerto Rican/Latino community
for the past IO years.
I met with Jaime outside of
the Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos
Museum. There we sat outside on
a couple offolding chairs under
the shade of a tree that stood
between us and a pleasant sunny
day. What began as a casual
conversation soon turned into
the most dynamic and interesting
interview I've ever done.

When did you become a
member of the Union for
Puerto Rican Students?
I joined U.P.R.S in Septemher of 1972 when I first arrived
at Northeastern as a freshman
student. I had gotten some
exposure to the U.P.R.S. the
previous summer, because I went
to the orientation the members of
U.P.R.S . had organized. The first
meeting we just sat around in a
circle talking about what our

interests were and what we
thought we could do for the
school, and what the school
could do for us. I remember
distinctly saying, I really don't
know what I could do for
anybody, but I'll do whatever I
can because it seemed like
everybody else in the circle had
some kind of skill and I didn't
have any skill so someone said,
"I do Photography" and someone
said, "well I write poetry" and
when it got to me, I said, "well, I

"Each time a
group ofpeople
asserts itselffor
it's survival, for
it's interests, or
to improve it's
quality of life, it
falls victim to a
classic political
technique called
the 'diabolical
enemy image."'
don't know what I can do, but
I'm Puerto Rican and I've
always been organizing and I've
always been involved in a lot of
things and I'll do the same here."
I kind of remember that first
discussion about getting involved.

Is that what prompted you to
join the U.P.R.S.?
Specifically, the momentum
for that was built up during my
high school days and my activism during that time. It goes
back to my earliest recollection
of involvement with my catholic
church and being an altar boy
and that kind of activity. Each
experience carried over to the
next stage of development in my
life, so I was always involved
with something that had to do
with looking out for ourselves as
Puerto Ricans or as a community. When I became part of a
community of students at
Northeastern there were various
organizations on campus most of
which I supported in one form or
another, but my direct involvement was with the Union for
Puerto Rican Students which had
more of a militant character of
struggle to it .
The Union for Puerto Rican
Students is often stereotyped
as being a terrorist organization, a bunch of radicals or a
militant group. How did it gain
that reputation? How are these
stereotypes misleading?
In my opinion, it was
characterized as that in ' 72. Each
time a group of people asserts
itself for it's survival, for it's
interests, or to improve it's
quality of life, it falls victim to a
classic political technique called
the "diabolical enemy image."
That is, whatever is at that time
associated with evil or negativism, some people try to associate
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those characteristics to the
organization that they were
against. So, even in 1972, and
prior to that, there were people
that did not want Puerto Rican's
or really Latino students, to go to
college. It's important to understand that it's called Union for
Puerto Rican Students not Union
of Puerto Rican Students meaning that everyone that came
together wasn't Puerto Rican,
but everyone agreed that by
focu sing on the problems of
Puerto Rican students it would
help all the Latin American
students in there and that the
priority was on Puerto Rican
students but theres a lot of other
groups involved also, so nobody
really wanted Latinos to get
organized. At that time we
weren't called communist, but
we were certainly called trouble
makers, nationalists and radicals.
Some of the people had come
from the University of Puerto
Rico and had brought with them
the principles of Puerto Rican
independence and then there
were some that were against that.
There are a variety of characteristics that are associated many
times with whatever may be the
current thing in that period. If
you said that in 1996, they call
the U.P.R.S. radicals, terrorists
and negative stuff like that then I
would say that in ' 72 they were
calling it that, and had it been
founded in 1952 it would had
been called something also. For
me that's just classic "diabolical
enemy image maneuvering."

What were some of the greatest accomplishments that you
were involved in with the
Puerto Rican students?
Well, I don't think they were
the greatest accomplishments,
but the first accompli shment was
for us to be able and willing to
organize ourselves. Even by
today's standards, we can see
how hard it is for us to come
together and many times put
aside differences- egos and

many other things that keep
people divided, and you would
think both qualitatively and
quantitati vely that something
that started in 1972 would have
by 1996 multiplied itself but that
is not the case. The reason for
that is because organizing is hard
work and coming together is
hard work and I think the first
major accomplishment of the
U.P.R.S. was to believe and
accept that something needed to
be done and to organize itself
using whatever resources it had

to do that.
That was the first thing, the
second accomplishment was the
work it did in establishing
Proyecto Palante and bringing
Latino faculty to the campus . I
think that was recognition that
you need to have subjective
factors and you need to have
specific people doing specific
work and a specific organization
doing it. The work that was done
to help build Proyecto Palante
and open other doors for Latinos
is something that 's probably
immeasurable because right now
in all aspects of life particularly
Latinos here in Chicago, the
contributions of U.P.R.S. can be
seen through former participants
and by looking at the social
service agencies, you could look
at the political organizations,
medical fields , law enforcement
field you pick any aspect and
you're going to wind up with
someone who was either involved in the U.P.R.S. or impacted by the U.P.R.S. or benefited by the struggles of the
U.P.R.S. , even if they don't want
to acknowledge that right now. I
think those were some of the key
things along with the establishment of courses like Puerto
Rican Sociology and Puerto
Rican History. Those things had
an impact on other peoples
outlook. Even the threat or the
existence of the UPRS opened
up opportunities for other
people.
To be continued next issue.
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''VENGO DEL PARTO DE LARES''
Nunca he dudado ser yo,
Ni Cargo Carimbo conmigo,
No ha podido el opresor,
Marcarme con su apellido.
Siempre he sido boricua,
Ciudadano Puertorriqueiio,
Y eso no me lo quita,
Ninguna Ley def imperio.
Nae£ en El Grito De wres,
Y me reafirme en Jayuya,
No me pari6 w Ley Foraker,
Ni me pari6 Ley alguna.
Yo nae£ def alma de Betances,
A sang re y fuego surfi6 mi alma,
Yo nae£ en el parto de Lares,
Y vengo de[ vientre de Mariana.
Que yo soy, He sido, Y sere,
Un Pitirre Puertorriqueiio,
No porque lo diga un papel,
Ni porque lo diga Don Pedro.
Simplemente soy quien soy,
Nunca he renunciado a ser,
Lo que Jui ayer soy hoy,
Y lo que hoy soy sere despues.
Que no hay poderes ni fuerzas,
Ni ret6rica de vitrina,
Que hagan que jure Bandera,
A otra Bandera que la mia.
Que yo Nae£ Puertorrqueiio
Bajo un candente sol Boricua,
Y antes que dejar de serlo,
Me convertiria en cenizas.
RAFAEL CANCEL MIRANDA
5 de febrero de /996

Rafael Cancel Miranda speaking at the
Humboldt Park Parish House on April 26.
Activity sponsored by the National Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of
War and Political Prisoners.
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